
 

 

 
Advent Devotions, 2016 

Week 1 
 
Song for Lighting the Candle   

Lumière de Dieu 

 
 

 
Bible Readings and Reflections for Each Day     
 

Sunday Bible reading Isaiah 2:4 
 

 
Monday Bible Reading  Matthew 24:36-39 
 

Reflection: 
Everyday life can pull against purpose, goal, vision. It takes so much 
time, eating and drinking, buying and paying for what we buy, 
checking Facebook, answering emails, that we can lose sight of what 
we thought our lives were about. What moments do you treasure 
that provide the crack in the wall that lets the light of God’s peace 
shine through?  In what ways does your schedule defeat you? What 
remnant of God’s vision might be lurking in you, awaiting your 
attention? 
If you have children present, you might talk about your daily 
schedule. What time is there for quiet and reflection away from the 
distraction of phones and computers? 
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Tuesday Bible Reading  Isaiah 2:3-5 
 

Reflection: 
Walking in the light of the Lord is no easy matter. Sometimes it can 
seem too large a task to really follow God’s path of peace. The vision 
seems too grand and consuming. Nevertheless, God’s vision remains 
steady. What might you learn today about following God’s vision?   
What crack might you open in your defenses so the light of Christ 
might inform what you do and who you are? What instruction 
awaits you that might turn you around and make you new, even if in 
a small way? 
If you have children present, you might have them share a little 
about what going to church means to them. Ask them how they are 
learning God’s ways. 

 

 
Wednesday Bible Reading Matthew 24:40-44 
 

Reflection: 
Often it is worry or guilt or shame that keeps us awake. But 
sometimes it is a vision, clear and compelling, that stirs us from 
sleep. We arise sure about what we must do in the morning. What 
dream calls to you that awakens your spirit and give you energy? 
How does God’s vision of peace shape you? 
If you have children present, you might ask them about their 
dreams, particularly if they have good dreams, not just monster 
ones. 

 

 
Thursday Bible Reading  Psalm 122 
 

Reflection: 
A few of our community have just returned from visiting Jerusalem.   
It is hardly a city of peace. Walls and towers abound, but they 
separate rather than bind together. But Jerusalem is not the only 
place of conflict. Sometimes it is as close as our own families.   
God’s vision of peace means seeking the good of others, even those 
with whom we disagree. Take this day as a special day to pray for 
peace. Since it is World AIDS Day, pray for those with HIV/AIDS.  
Pray for peace within. 
If you have children present, you might ask where they see fighting.  
Then pray about this. 
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Friday Bible Reading  Romans 13:11-12a 
 

Reflection: 
The big word here is salvation. The original Greek word can also be 
translated deliverance, welfare, healing, wholeness, rescue. How does your 
vision of God’s peace change when you add the word, salvation?  
How does the word, salvation change for you when you add the 
vision of God’s peace?    
If you have children present, you might ask them what they feel they 
need to be rescued from. 
 

 

Saturday Bible Reading   Romans 13:12b-14  
 

Reflection: 
What would it mean for you to put on Christ? If you are not ready 
for the whole armor of light, what might be a first step towards 
letting Christ surround you? What crack in the wall might allow the 
light of Christ to be in you? 
If you have children present, you might ask them about who Jesus is 
for them. What might it mean to follow Christ more carefully? 

 

 
Prayer 

Everlasting light, 
shining sure in the night, 
but fragile within the glare of the world, 
awaken us to your presence, 
so we do not lose the vision of your peace, 
releasing us from selfish care 
to wear gentleness, goodness and right 
in all we do and say, 
bearing the image of your Beloved, 
light embodied and alive, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise         O come, o come, Emmanuel   
 

 
 


