
Advent Devotions, 2016
Week 2

Song for Lighting the First Candle  Lumière de Dieu

Take a moment to look at the flame and breathe in the light.

Prayer
Keep before us a vision of peace, God of mercy, 
the peace you see,
so we become the peacemakers you intend us to be, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Song for Lighting the Second Candle  Lumière de Dieu

Bible Readings and Reflections for Each Day    

Sunday Bible reading Isaiah 2:4

Monday Bible Reading Isaiah 11:1-5

Reflection:
Wisdom, understanding, counsel, might, knowledge: these are key words in Isaiah’s vision. 
From where do you receive wisdom and understanding? Where do you look for counsel? What 
is the source of knowledge for you? In an age of lies, when truth has fallen in the street, what 
in this ancient vision from Isaiah sustains us? In our time, how do we find place for fearing the 
Lord?



If there are children present, you might ask them how they learn. You might talk about your 
joy in learning, and about a wisdom and understanding that results from continuing to learn. 
What role does God’s Word play in the spirit of knowledge?

Tuesday Bible Reading Matthew 3:7-9

Reflection:
God’s vision does not leave any room for pride. Just when we thump our chests about how just 
or how Christian, or how right we are, John the Baptist would remind us that God can make 
out of stones people who are just and right and Christian. What vision can make us strong of 
conviction and at the same time keep us from separating ourselves from others? What in God’s 
vision calls you to turn, another way of translating, repent?

If there are children present, you might talk together about repentance as turning around when 
you’re going the wrong way. When have you been going the wrong way? When and how did 
you realize it was time to turn around?

Wednesday Bible Reading Isaiah 11:7-11

Reflection:
This section of Isaiah is often given the title, the peaceable kingdom. It is a rather outlandish 
vision that sees creation healed so there is no more hurt or destruction. Most of us dare not 
dream so outside our reality. Nevertheless, what does this strange vision of peace evoke in 
you? What small steps might you take to reduce hurt and destruction? How might the 
knowledge of the Lord transform your sense of what matters?

If there are children present, you might talk about the animals in the text. Which animals are 
acting funny? What might make them act this way?



Thursday Bible Reading Matthew 3:1-6

Reflection:
Sometimes we have a vision about how things should be, but it seems too far away. John 
preaches that it comes near in Jesus. How does God’s vision of peace come near to you? How 
does the kingdom of heaven shape your daily life? 

If there are children present, talk about the strange way John dressed and the strange food he 
ate. Why do you think he dressed and ate this way? What does it mean for you to prepare for 
Jesus’s coming? How might you prepare this Advent?

Friday Bible Reading Psalm 72:1-7

Reflection:
As we move toward the story of Jesus’s birth, some of the readings point to the people’s hope 
for a good and righteous ruler. Pray for rulers and leaders throughout the world today—for 
leadership that is just and compassionate, that defends the cause of the poor and needy, that 
looks toward a vision of peace.

If there are children present, ask about kings and queens they know from stories. What makes 
a good king or queen?

Saturday Bible Reading  Romans 15:7-13 

Reflection:
In this passage, Paul refers to Isaiah’s vision of a branch growing out of the root of Jesse 
(Isaiah 11:1). What does it mean for you to think of Jesus as a branch growing from a root, or 
a shoot growing from a stump? How is Jesus a sign of life and growth for you?

If there are children present, you could invite them to draw a picture of a branch or a green 
shoot. Or you could look in your garden or a nearby park for an example.



Closing Prayer
Discontented God,
awaiting a peace we don’t keep on breaking, 
re-making creation without hurt or destruction,
staking your love on the child who leads us,
your Beloved, Jesus Christ, who welcomes us with open arms:
bring your vision near, 
humble in its embrace, 
strong in his grace,
turning about-face our dreams 
so we prepare the way of his coming.
Amen.

Hymn of Praise         O come, o come, Emmanuel  
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